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     The Season of Transition: Pastor Buck is 

transitioning to his new Full-time position at the 

Circle of Indigenous Ministries and taking a well-

deserved vacation. On April 26th Pastor Allen and 

wife Erin were gifted a lovely Cherokee basket filled 

with notes of memories and wishes for the future. 

Pastor Buck will be attending Annual Conference in 

Boise, Idaho June 18-20, 2026, representing Great 

Spirit.  

     Soon to be Pastor, Maryl Smith is very busy 

taking Pastor Buck’s Sunday Services and attending 

school to become a Licensed Local Pastor. As a 

Licensed Local Pastor in the Methodist Church, she 

will be authorized to 

preach, conduct worship, 

provide pastoral care, and 

perform sacraments (like 

baptism and Holy 

Communion), and officiate 

at weddings and funerals at 

Great Spirit UMC her 

appointed church.  Sunday, 

July 5th Great Spirit will 

celebrate and welcome 

Pastor Maryl and her 

husband Tim.  

     The Single Board will be 

meeting on May 31st after Potluck in the Library. 

The meeting will have a full agenda including items 

as participation at the Delta Park Powwow, 

preparing the parsonage, reviewing business 

providers, building maintenance, and other topics.  

     June 19-21 Great Spirit UMC will have a 

designated area for crafting and hospitality at the 

56th Annual Delta Park City of Roses Powwow. 

Volunteers are needed to host the booth. Come 

help if you can. On Sunday June 21st there will not 

be a Church Service or Potluck at Great Spirit UMC.  

Helen Iles will have a short prayer service. 

     On April 12th six people officially joined the 

Great Spirit.  Pastor Buck and the congregation 

welcomed Lore Wilson, Shawn Cunningham, River 

Kurtz, and Domnick Kurtz, Christine 

Dupres, and Susan Guardipe. 

     Zach Moser met with members of 

the Board, Wisdom of the Elders and 

Mt. Hood Cherokees to present his 

ideas for his Eagle Scout Project. 

Once the Boy Scout Council approves 

the project Zach will be soliciting 

grants and donations to get the 

project started.  

     Great Spirit UMC continues to 

schedule multiple groups each 

month for meetings and events.    

 {continued on following page} 
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WORSHIP WITH US 

  Worship services are held each 
Sunday at 11:00 am at 3917 NE 

Shaver ST 97212. Masks are 
optional. Worship includes 

smudging, drumming, and Native 
American prayer. 

Services can be viewed on 
Facebook or on our website 

www.greatspiritpdx.com 
There is a prayer request form on 
the front page of the website. 

From the Single Board  
By  Helen Stewart 

http://www.greatspiritpdx.com/
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     Check out the calendar posted at the main 

entrance. Also, see the Opportunities for 

Connection listed below.  Visit the website 

www.greatspiritpdx.com for Past Sunday Services, 

Make a Donation, Calendar events and Resources. 

 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH – Sacred Connections 

UWF Retreat 

 

     The Alton L. Collins Retreat Center hosted a day 

of making connection with nature, with each other 

and with our thoughts.  United Women in Faith 

Participants experienced this quiet sanctuary 

among tall trees close to Eagle Creek, OR. on a 

Saturday, May 9, 2026.   

     As Guest Speaker, Pastor Maryl Smith directed 

us to explore and enrich our connections with 

visuals, words, artifacts and discussion around a 

theme of "Sacred Connections with God's Creation”; 

how can we add more respect to our relationship 

with God's Creation? Respect for the sea, for the 

forest, for the animals we consume, for the plants 

we harvest, for the air we breathe. 

     We had time to meditate on these and other 

concepts including forgiveness, restoration, truth 

telling & awareness.  Indigenous practices that 

magnify relationship with and respect for creation 

were explored such as the Spirit Plate offered 

before meals and the Medicine Bag giving personal   

confidence & courage.  

     Other highlights of the day included a delicious 

family style luncheon served to us by staff.  Also, we 

were offered a bag of beads for making a bracelet 

or necklace, with much variety to choose from and 

time to add personal mementos reflecting our life 

story. Singing hymns was also a highlight; we sang 

"God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale" and "Holy 

Ground."        

     Much appreciation for the facilitators of this 

event including Donna Metcalf from the Oak Grove 

UMC. If you were unable to attend, hoping you can 

attend next year's Retreat.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, Loretta Milton                                                    

Great Spirit United Women in Faith 

 

 

Opportunities for Connection 

• May 31, Single Board meeting after 

potluck, in church library 

• June 18-20, Annual Conference OR-ID 

conference UMC Boise, Idaho 

• June 19-21, 56th annual City of Roses 

Delta Park Powwow (no church service 

at Great Spirit) 

• Volunteers Needed for Sunday 

Potluck, Hospitality, Children and 

Youth Ministry 

• Mondays 6-8pm – Men’s Wellbriety 

meeting, Mamook Tokatee, 4610 NE 

42nd Ave 

• Mondays Noon-1:30pm – NARA 

Northwest Elders Lunch at RiverHouse, 

Clackamas Rm, 211 SE Caruthers ST  

• Tuesday 5-7pm – Pi Nee Waus Elders 

meetings, 4610 SE Belmont. 

• Thursdays 6-8pm – PDX Drum Fam 

and Beading with Tootsie 6-8pm  

• First Sunday of the month at 1pm – 

Portland American Indian Elders 

meeting at NAYA Elder’s Room 

• Portland Indigenous Marketplace for 

schedule of events, see their website 

www.indigenousmarketplace.org 

http://www.greatspiritpdx.com/
http://www.indigenousmarketplace.org/
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MISSION 

 

     Helen Iles delivered 24 lbs. of clothing to 

MainSpring on April 1st.  Please place your gently 

used clothing and personal care items in the bin at 

the entry to the Fellowship Hall.   

 

 

HISTORIAN NEWS 

 

     The archived book on display this month has 

been 2025, not that long ago but interesting to see 

what we did during the year.  If you would like to 

visit the scrapbook from any particular year, place 

the date on a slip of paper and place it in the box 

on the table.  Helen gathers souvenirs, pictures, and 

Sunday bulletins to archive into the scrapbooks. 

 

 

BOTTLES AND CANS LADY (Helen Iles) 

 

     Keep bringing bottles and cans to church. Helen 

Iles takes them to the recycle centers. Since the 

beginning of the year Helen Iles has turned in 

$1350. Helen says she is on track to turn in another 

$300 for the month of May. A portion of the funds 

go to our General Fund to help with expenses of 

heating, etc. and a portion is sent to the Conference 

to assist with projects like funding disaster recovery. 

     Helen will also pick up bottles and cans at your 

home or business. Give her a call at 503-252-0026. 

 

 

TRANSITION  

 

     In the photo, former Pastor Allen 

Buck (far left) stands with new Pastor 

Maryl Smith. Beside Maryl is Sophia 

Buck, Erin Buck, and Gus Buck. 

     Maryl’s official start date is July 1, 

2026, and the welcome party for her and 

Tim will be on July 5th.  

      After worship please stay for Potluck 

and wish Maryl well on her new 

endeavor. 

 

Happy Birthday! 

JUNE birthdays 

• June 7  Raleigh Marple 

• June 11  Roger Warren 

• June 13  Meg Vogt 

• June 20  Ricardo Gallegos 

 

JULY birthdays 

• July 5  Craig Lesley 

• July 9  Bodie Birch 

• July 11 Helen Stewart 

• July 15 Galey Morrison 

• July 18  Leila Ann Wermy 

• July 26  Paul Darling 

 

To add your name to the Birthday list, 

please let Helen Stewart know the 

important date.  Anniversaries are 

important too! 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

• June 1  David and Janell Collier 

• June 2  Raleigh and Gloria Marple 

• June 6  Paul and Louise Darling 

• June 20  Ricardo and Tami Gallegos 
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     Whenever a new pastor is appointed to a 

church, there is always a season of wondering. We 

wonder, “Who is this new person? Will they fit in? 

Will their gifts serve the community?” This season is 

also tinged with sorrow, because a much-loved 

pastor will be moving on. As we face a pastoral 

transition at Great Spirit Church, both the 

wondering and the sorrow are diminished because 

God has created a unique arrangement. The 

incoming pastor is not a stranger coming from 

somewhere else, but has been a part of the Great 

Spirit community for some time. The outgoing 

pastor will continue to serve us through the Circle 

of Indigenous Ministry, and will visit Great Spirit in 

that capacity. He will also be living in the Portland 

area, and may show up now and then at PDX Drum 

Fam, and at local Powwows and gatherings. We are 

grateful to Creator for this unique arrangement. 

     For those people who would like to know more 

about our incoming pastor, we thought it would be 

good to include a more personal introduction in 

the newsletter. Maryl Smith is of Cherokee, 

Algonquin, and European descent, and is a citizen 

of the Cherokee Nation from the wild potato clan. 

She was born on Rez in Oklahoma, and her family 

moved to Central Oregon when they fell in love 

with the beauty of the Pacific Northwest. She grew 

up wandering forest trails, swimming in the 

Deschutes River, climbing through lava caves and 

breathing the scents of Juniper and sage brush. 

With the family living so far away from relatives and 

the ceremonial grounds, Maryl’s mother and 

grandmother were determined to instill in her an 

identity as a Cherokee woman, and to pass on 

Cherokee ways of being. Their determination 

apparently succeeded.  In 2024, Maryl was 

recognized as an Honored Elder by the Cherokee 

Nation for her work preserving Cherokee culture. 

Maryl continues that journey by learning from her 

Indigenous Relatives in Oregon, and she especially 

enjoys hearing local stories that parallel Cherokee 

tales. 

     She grew up attending the Lutheran church, but 

her first life-impacting encounter with Creator 

happened around age nine when she climbed into 

the branches of an old juniper tree, put her arms 

around his rough trunk and began to cry. She could 

feel the tree take on her grief, channeling it into his 

thick trunk, and then sending it away through his 

roots into the earth.  Afterwards, a presence came 

and surrounded her, and it could only be described 

as unconditional love.  She called her tree 

Grandfather, and he was her sacred place. This 

experience was more real to her than the Jesus she 

heard about in church. The violence of the cross 

had never make sense to her, and she couldn’t 

reconcile the harm that had been done in Jesus’ 

name to Native People and to others.  So, it wasn’t 

until she found herself in a desperate situation as a 

teen, that she knelt on the ground and cried out, 

“Jesus, if you are real, do something!”  Suddenly, 

this loving presence came and blanketed her, and 

something woke up inside.  She recalled how her 

young self had wrapped her arms around an old 

tree where all her sorrows were carried away, and 

she was unconditionally loved. Now, as she 

desperately threw her arms around the tree of the 

cross, the same thing was happening. The familiar 

presence who had met her at Grandfather’s side, 

was meeting with her now. They were the same 

person, and in that moment, she began to walk the 

Jesus way. Over the years, Jesus has continued to 

speak to her out of Indigenous contexts. 

     Maryl is married to Dr. Tim Smith, a second 

generation Swedish American and the son of a 

Nazarene pastor. Tim is a minister, and his work 

takes him into churches internationally to work with 

worship teams and musicians. They have four adult 

children, two boys and two girls, and two amazing 

granddaughters who were delivered by their 

midwife grandmother.   

     For over four decades, Maryl has served Portland 

area families as a Certified Licensed Midwife, 

following in the footsteps of her great 

Knowing Your Great Spirit Community – Maryl Smith  
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grandmother, who was a traditional midwife to the 

Cherokee People. Her specialty in trauma-informed 

care was birthed out of her own lived trauma, 

recovery, and celebration of resilience.  She was on 

the teaching staff at Birthingway College of 

Midwifery, and has also served the Oregon 

Midwifery Council as Liaison with the Oregon 

Health Administration and as chair of the Quality 

Assurance Committee. Semi-retired, Maryl 

continues to assist at birth for Indigenous Families, 

creating space for traditional birth practices.   

     Maryl has served churches she has attended in 

many capacities. She has been a deacon, co-leader 

for recovery groups, a counselor and women’s 

support group leader, and has volunteered at 

juvenile detention facilities and prisons. She wrote 

and directed musical theater at a former church, 

and has taught Creative Ministries for Portland 

Bible College. Desiring to explore the connection 

between Cherokee traditional spirituality and the 

teachings of Jesus, she returned to school for a 

theology degree, and a Master of Arts in 

Intercultural Studies through the North American 

Institute of Indigenous Theological Studies.  

     If she could choose to indulge only in activities 

that make her the most happy, you would find her 

reading books, writing stories, creating 

spontaneous music on her flute with other 

musicians, and teaching people of all ages.  She is 

also interested in herbs, and wild-crafting herbal 

medicines, and would love to learn more about 

foraging in the Pacific Northwest.  

     Maryl has been attending Great Spirit for four 

years, helping out as Assistant to the Minister.  She 

and Rev. Buck met through the Mt. Hood 

Cherokees, a local satellite group of the Cherokee 

Nation that regularly meets in the church building.  

Maryl loves Great Spirit Church, where she can 

embrace her tradition and culture naturally in her 

expression of faith. Great Spirit is a safe setting 

where colonized theology can gradually be peeled 

away, so that the simple message of Jesus shines 

unobstructed.  She feels grounded to the earth in 

the sounds of the drum circle, and expresses deep 

joy in the relationships being formed at Great Spirit. 

Maryl is grateful for her Great Spirit family, and the 

special people who make up this faith community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CORE VALUES 
 

LOVE – Love is the way. 

 

CONNECTION – All of creation is connected by Spirit. That spark of the Divine connects with all humanity and 

the rest of creation. 

 

SPIRITUALITY – Without cultivation of the spiritual life, we become unbalanced. Active participation in the 

development of one’s spirituality is critical for a whole life. We believe this happens best in community. 

 

TRADITION – Those who have gone on before us leave legacies of the old ways and wisdom with those who 

become elders. We encourage, value, and listen to them, so our tradition(s) may continue to help shape and 

guide us, informing who we are and what we will become. 

 

We seek to become and embody these values every single day. 
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greatspiritpdx@gmail.com 

 

greatspiritpdx.com

 

      

3917 NE Shaver ST 

Portland, OR 97212 

 

mailto:greatspiritpdx@gmail.com
http://www.portlandnativeamericnchuch.com/

